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Please visit our website
www.feedsys.com

for more information or
contact your sales

representative.

Current
Releases

From the Pr esident’s Desk:
Actionab le Inf ormation:  From the Inside Out

This section of our newsletter will share with you our
“Editor’s Pick.” We will guide you to information, links
and articles that help keep you informed.  This is just one
way in which we deliver value to help your business be
successful.

Our “Editor’s Pick” for this issue is:

USDA Transcript
Release No. 0233.05
Contact:  USDA Pr ess Office (202) 720-4623

Transcript of media conference with remarks made
by Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns, Dr. John
Clifford, Chief Veterinary Officer, Animal Plant Health
Inspection Service and Dr. Danny Matthews, TSE
Program Manager, Veterinary Laboratories Agency,
Weybridge, England – Washington D.C. – June 24, 2005

Please visit our web site at www.feedsys.com where
we have set up a link.

Focus
FMS

See us at:

Have you ever consid-
ered the depth of business
knowledge that lives on
your company’s hard drive?

Every day, I wish my desk-
top could deliver the data I
need and arm me with ac-
tionable information that
would help me make
smarter decisions. I found
out last week at the
Microsoft World Wide Part-
ners Conference that this is
no pipe-dream.  In fact,

Microsoft gave us a sneak-
peak of what’s coming. For
the first time in my 20+
year technology career, I’m
seeing the light…in portals,
views and user experiences
that are adaptable to an in-
dividual technology user’s
personal needs and visual
preferences. For years, we
have spent time and money
building systems to house
our data. Now, we’re able
to synthesize this data into
usable information and re-
trieve it in a friendly format.

Business Intelligence has
been around for a while.
But what is truly new is
receiving that information
in a form you can use.
When that happens, we’ll
all be better equipped to
act quickly and decisively on
information—and better
anticipate needs through-

out our supply and distribu-
tion chain.

Our customers have
asked us to continue creating
a better experience when
they use our solutions.
We’re taking that input
seriously and we’re work-
ing with Microsoft to de-
velop several WOW!-level
enhancements to improve
how our solutions treat
data and deliver actionable
information to your busi-
ness.

Stay tuned for more
news on what’s coming
from FMS later this year. In
the meantime, thank you
for your business and we
look forward to working
towards your continued
success.

Rich Reynertson
CEO

Sept. 19-21, 2005
Kansas City Convention
Center - Booth 1035
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Effingham Equity in
Effingham, Illinois imple-
mented Feed Tags nearly three
years ago. Since that time,
they have been continually
reaping the benefits of having
an organized tagging system. 

The main reason that
Effingham Equity purchased
Feed Tags was to keep up with
the changing feed industry.
Don Sandschafer, Feed/ Live-
stock Manager, said, “We saw
the industry demanding more
custom formulas and knew
we had to do something with
our tagging process. Our
process wouldn’t allow for
hundreds of custom formulas.
With Feed Tags, a nutritionist
can call in a formula and in very
little time, we have an accurate

Keeping Up with Industr y Demands

Effingham Equity reaps benefits for having an organized tagging system
tag for the custom mix.”

Another benefit that
Sandschafer has seen from the
system is the ability to protect
proprietary information.
“With our current feed tags
we’re protecting our propriety
information from competi-
tors,” said Sandschafer.  This
allows Effingham Equity to
worry less about giving out
their proprietary information
with each batch of feed that
goes out the door.

With competition in the
feed industry continually
pushing margins lower,  Feed
Tags has allowed Effingham
Equity to keep margins steady
by being able to respond to
customer needs and industry
trends.  It’s no secret to any-
one in the industry that cus-
tom formulas allow for more
margin opportunity and prod-
uct differentiation.  With a

quicker process allowing
more custom formulas, and
less proprietary information

on the tag, Effingham Equity is
able to keep their margins
steady by holding onto a
steady customer base.

With Feed Tags, there’s also

less chance for error.  “When
we change a formula, we up-
date our tags right away.” said
Sandschafer.  “There’s very
little chance now that an
incorrect tag would go out
the door.” 

“Without the Feed Tags
system, it would be nearly
impossible to keep up with
the increasing number of for-
mula changes that the indus-
tr y demands.” Combining a
quick process and the ability
to protect proprietary infor-
mation with less chance for
error, Effingham Equity is
extremely happy with the
Feed Tags system.

Check out their website at
www.effinghamequity .com

Amy Eppen
Solution Specialist

Feed Tags v1.5 offers new
features and enhancements
that cover the entire spectrum
of feed tag generation and
printer, giving you the power
needed to simplify the tag gen-
eration and printing process.
Here is a list of some of the
features and enhancements
added to this release:

•Bar coding  – ability to
easily define the content used
in the making of the bar code
and add to the tag template.

•Add-on the fly state-

Feed Tags 1.5:  Featur es & Enhancements

Get ready for Feed Tags v1.5 - just released in July
ments  – ability to create new
statements on the fly without
having to back out of mainte-
nance windows.

•Archiving  – new module
that provides the ability to
save historical tag information,
linking it to archived formulas
in Brill Formulation.

•Auto compendium  up-
date provides an automatic
method for keeping your com-
pendium information up to
date.  With auto compendium
update turned on when Feed

Tags is started, a check is per-
formed against FMS Servers to
determine if you have the latest
version of the compendium.

•Templates  are now easier
to use.  Added new key codes
and more control on the tem-
plates.  Also added functional-
ity to the Tags Template
window to make user entry
easier.

•Prescriptions  – new fea-
ture added to control pre-
scriptions in Feed Tags easier.

•Pdf – Feed Tags now sup-

“Without the Feed Tags
system, it would be
nearly impossible to keep
up with the increasing
number of formula
changes that the industry
demands.” 

–Don Sandschafer
 Feed/ Livestock

Manager
 Effingham Equity ,

Effingham, IL

ports the FMS Report Solu-
tions object which includes the
ability to create to Adobe pdf
format.

•Import/Export Data  –
added the ability to import
and export key tags informa-
tion. This will help you keep
multiple systems up to date.

•Setup Checklists  allow
you to systematically step
through the setup process and
allowing you to assign setup
tasks to individuals in your or-
ganization.
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What’ s Coming?

Feed Mill Manager 8.0 Extensions - Calendar Q3 2005
FMS is working on an exciting release of extensions to Feed Mill Manager 8.0 based directly on the feedback you provided

us.  You told us you want greater visibility into your core business intelligence.  You asked for help in connecting people,
processes, and information.  You said you needed increased functionality and flexibility for your feed business.  We listened and
are working on enhancing and extending Feed Mill Manager in the following areas.  Stay tuned for how you can take advantage
of FMM 8.0 Extensions!

Customer web
order entry and
web access to key
information

As our customers
evolve they require more
real-time access to their
information.  Web based
order entry will allow cus-
tomers to place orders
providing key information
and submit them directly
into your Feed Mill Man-
ager system.  Web based
order entry will also dis-
play grain bank invento-
ries, and sales contracts.

Service Tools

FMM will support the
Professional Services
Tools Library for Micro-
soft Business Solutions-
Great Plains Release 8.0.
This powerful suite of
service tools from MBS
can help you consolidate
and change your critical
data—quickly and accu-
rately! The Professional
Services Tools Library
provides greater flexibil-
ity with your solution
ensures data integrity
and increases the pro-
ductivity and efficiency
of your solution. You can
purchase tools individu-
ally, select any three
tools or purchase the
entire Professional Ser-
vices Tools Library.  With
the release of FMM 8.0
Extensions, FMS will now
support this powerful
functionality for data
stored in FMM.

Easier access to
key data

SmartLists:  View infor-
mation the way you pre-
fer.  Using SmartLists you
can quickly link data from
Feed Mill Manager and
analyze information ac-
cording to your criteria.

Preconfigured
SmartList objects for
SmartList Builder.
SmartList Builder gives
you access to all the
information that you
capture, allowing you
to create your own
SmartLists.  SmartList
Builder provides easy
information sharing, real-
time data manipulation,
full formatting control,
integrated intelligence
and navigate easily with
‘Go To’ buttons.  Save
time with preconfigured
lists for Feed Mill Manager.

Empower Users

As Microsoft Business
Solutions continues to
provide the framework
to provide role based
web access to business
applications and real-
time information from
Great Plain, FMS has ex-
panded Business Portal
to include new roles and
web parts specific to
Feed Mill Manager and
the feed industry.  Busi-
ness Portal provides a fa-
miliar user interface and
a flexible cost effective
solution.  Business Portal
is role based and task
centric allowing users to
get the information they
desire themselves.

•FMS is excited to announce that we will be
launching a NEW website this fall! We think you will
enjoy the improved navigation, event and news searches,
case studies, special log-in areas for our current
customers, industry links and much, much more.

•Did you know?  FMS has a service which you should
be taking advantage of!  Check out our website today,
visit the Support section and sign up for Automatic

And there’s more news...
Notifications, so you will always know when our product
upgrades or releases are available.

•We like to hear from you.  FMS strives to provide
the best solutions for your business and our customer’s
feedback is important to us as we continue to design
innovative industry solutions.  Please feel free to contact
us at feedback@feedsys.com.
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6120 Earle Brown Dr., Ste 300
Brooklyn Center, MN  55430

Toll Free: 1-800-701-5794
Phone: 763-560-8139

Fax: 763-560-8160

Providing Software and Services
to the Animal Feed Industry

Check us out!!
www.feedsys.com

Policy Change for DOS Users
Over the last decade, we

have seen dramatic improve-
ment in software applications
for the feed industry and the
technology that supports
them.  Today, software solu-
tions have the capability to
seamlessly link all of a feed
company’s critical data. These
improvements have, to a large
degree, been enabled by the
Microsoft Windows ® oper-
ating systems, wider use and
acceptance of the internet,
and other commonly used
Microsoft Office® tools.

FMS believes that an inte-
grated solution is right for
the feed industry which is ac-
complished by the use of
Windows based applications.
But, we also recognize that
this shift needs to be gradual
for many customers. Starting
September 1 2005, FMS will

institute a new policy for
DOS Version 4, 5, or 7 of FMS
formulation products.  Upon
your next maintenance re-
newal date, we will issue only
a Software Enhancement
agreement and we will offer a
separate Software Support
plan option for purchase.  We
will share the details of these
changes with you prior to
your next renewal.

Moving forward, the Feed
Tags Compendium updates
will continue for Windows
only and will include advanced
usability. We believe there are
many benefits for our cus-
tomers to move to future
Windows version of our
products and we look for-
ward to helping you under-
stand the advantages for your
business.

Changes for Our Customers

Enhanced Security for
Formulation Users

In an effort to provide
better service to customers,
FMS is establishing a new
security policy for users in
the USA and Canada for the
Brill Formulation, Feed Tags,
Feed Pricing and Quoting, and
FRB products. In the past, we
have used “drop-dead” dates
that expired annually on our
License Tracking files for
installations with more than a
few users.

In order to make this
process easier for our
customers and still provide
the protection needed, we
are introducing the security
options of utilizing either a

CrypKey or a Rainbow USB
plug for better copy
protection. USB Plugs will be
used if you are running FMS
software in a network client/
server environment. The USB
Plugs with your license file
can be purchased for a small
cost from FMS.  If you are
using a peer-to-peer network,
then a CrypKey will be used
on each workstation. We will
be contacting customers
whom this affects with all the
details prior to your license
file expiration to ensure this
seamless change is made for
your security.


